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Scotland Yard. ;

HE .Crirpen mystery., with its sen-
cational , pursuit across the At-1
lantic, has so occupied the L.on-'
don public and the press that lit-

tle aitention has been paid to another
crime, dramatic. sentimental, and
mysterious c¢clements of which would oth-
erwise been quite absorbing.

In tuhe garden of a house In Battersea. !
Y.ordon, a well-known actor has been |
murdered, and circumstances sur- |
rounding the crime in facts, deduct!ons.;

end hypotheses formm a veritable Sherlock |

Holmes mystery in real life. The mur- '
~.derer was seen Ly three persons, but not:

fTentified. No motive for the crime fs
known. No pleusible reason for the
presence of the rmurdered man in the
garden has been advanced,
~ Secotiznd Yard has the facts, and has
@evelored sn interesiing hypothesis. Oth-
erwise. it all at sea. Nothing def-
inite has been done, and the dramatic
yrofession of Il.ondon has been asked to
* contribute 1b a fung which may be em-}
pioved in unraveling the mystery.

At 4:00 o'clack on the evening of Satur-
day. Julv 18, twn persons were sirolling
ajonz Baticrsea. where Prince of Wales
Road joins Ro=cuau Road at right a.n—‘;
gles, One was a taxicab driver named |
FEdward Novee, the other was Mrs. Emma
Lewis, a working housekeeper. Both|
were on their way hame,

Suddeniy two revelver shois rang out.
A few seconds later a man climbed over
the wall and jumred into Rousenau Road.

the

Iy
1ave

th»

is

Jle feli 1o tbhe zround., rolled over, re-
covered m=elf, and made off in the di-
reotion of  the Tanames. THe woman
screamed. The taxicab man gave chase.
At tha first corner ghe pursued was lost
sight of. at.d XNoxce then ran to the

Brisige Road.Poiice Station ané informed
t1he police he hLad seen and
heard. A police Serzeant returned wiilh
him to ti:e plice where he had heard the
shots.

The houses

a1 woat

there are two-gtoried, each

of which i a senpzrate housekeeping
apartment and each with a separate en-
trancs. At i7 1thé lower fiat had been
vacani for some weeks. The Sergeant

knocked tisere and, receiving no response,
tried the door to the second flat. This
flat was occupied by a Miss Elizabeth
Earie, a teacher at the Academy of
Dramatic Ari, in Gower Sireet. On that
evening =he had a caller. Thomas Freder-
ick Anderson, the eldest son of Thomas
AWeldoen Anderson, a well-known actor,
w hofe stagce name Atherstone. YWhen
the policem:n knocked Miss Eurle opened
the door. - said:

*} have inforination that two shots
have been fired in the rear of these
gpariments. VUil you allow me to come
through your ilat and make a search?”’

Miss Earle replied: ** Yes, T heard the
two snonts fired and saw a man climmb over
the wall.”

The police Sergeant entered the flat
passing through the kitchen to get to the
back stairs. There he met liss Earle's
caller, who saxd: I will go down with
~ou.”' The two went down the staircase
iendi::g 10 the garden and searched In the
wvicinity where the man had been seen to
elimb over the wull, Coming back to the
ward, the Sergeant searched the passage-
3 : ('ambridge House and 17

is

«a) bhetween
Prince of Wiles IZoad. Suddenly young
Andcr=on, whe had walked on ahead
torard ti:e zarden, called to him:

T Titic a nan iyving berel”

The Sergeant stepped forward and saw
e raun lving on the scullery steps of the
ground rioor tlat, with: his legs touching

the vard., Aliss Karle brought a lamp,
«hich Anderson lighted. The man was
dving cn bis back, with his head turned to

fhe lefi. There was a bullet wound in the { -

right-temple. The man was still breath-
ing. ie was fully dressed, but had on a
pair of carpt slippers. The Sergeant held
the lamp down and sajd to young Ander-
‘&sOon:
“ Do vou kEnow him? Do you know of
gnyvbody who answers the description?”
{'oung anderson replied: * No, I do not
¥now him.” He was then asked to send
for a doctor.
<, As;.-Dr. Marriott and a police Surgeon,
.Dr. Kempster, were soon in attendance.
The bedy was taken to the Bridge Road
. Police Station and the clothes examined.
'\In one pocket was found a diary and some
-«isiting cards. In znother, a loaded piece
‘of cable wii: <ae police call a * lite
.preserver.” ) _
- The police Sergeant, with 'a card in his
,X'aand, called Anderson aside and said:
. Do vou know a man named Ather-
ton?
‘No, but 1 do Athersione.”
héreupon the Sergeant showed him a
rd with an address, 14 Great Percy

~.That is my father's card,” exclaimed
i¢the young man. * But I cannot think
f¢hat it*is my father.”

svhich the:Sergeant replied: " I don’t
-but. I want you to realize that you

etained for- inguirfes.

! the death of the elder Anderson, at 10:20,

“ing our frlendship, but as he had besn

Assistant Commissioner MacNaghton
Giving Instructions to Scotland Yard
Detective Mitchell.

The son burst into a2 fit of crying and:
covered his face with hls hands and sald:

““Good God! 1t is my father!”

He was right. The injured man, who
was at that very moment breathing his
last, was Thomas Weldon Anderson, an
actor, professionally known _ 83 Ather-
stone. Later the son identified him at
the mortuary.

An investigation was at once made om’
the scene of the murder. It revealed'
nothing. however, BLut a2 palir of boots
belonging to the actor. These were found
on the mantelpiece of the front room
o the cmpty flat. Dr. Kempster, after

returned to the house in Prince of Wales
Road. He found a tweed cloth cap, later
identified as belonging to the murdered
man. He noticed a bullet mark on the
door of the scullery and saw that the
glass of the panel had been splintered by
another. The first mark was made by the
bullet that had passed through Ander-
son’'s head. 1Its directior showed that
the ‘assailant had been standing close
to the door in the garden.

The physician then went upstairs. There
Ye found Miss Earle being interrogated
by Inspector Badcock of Scotland Yard.
The woman was pale and trembling in
every limb, while beads of perspiration
stood out on her forehead. She had al-
ready been told that the murdered man
was the father of her guest. She talked
freely about the deceased, whom she had
known Intimately, as well as his two
sons, for several years. Later on the
physician and Inspector took her to the
police statlon, where she made this state-

ment:
<1 am a teacher at the Academy of

Dramatic Arts, Gower Street, and occupy
SB Flat Clifton Gardens, 17 Prince of
Wales Road, Battersea. I have lived
there and at the flat beneath about eight
vears. Thomas Weldon Anderson,”lying
dead, was an actor, whose stage name
was Weldon Atherstone. He is married,
and llved at 14 Great Percy Street, Xing’s
Cross, In lodgings, having separated from
his wife since before I knew him. ¥e has
four chlldren. .

I first met Thomas Weldon Anderson
when on a theatrical tour with him up-
ward of elght years ago, and have since
been on intimate relations with him.

** About 8:30 or 8:45 to-night his son,
Thormas Frederick, called upon me by ap-
pointment made on a post card, asking if
he might call. I had known him from a
boy., and he had always visited me. I
replied that he might call, and he did so.
On his arrival at about 8:30 we stayed
and talked in the front sitting room until
about 9 o'clock.

“Then I showed him some decorations
I had carrcied out in my bedroom, and
then we went to take supper in the
kitchen. While doing so we heard two
shots in quick succession, and going into
the scullery adjoining I opened the door
leading on to the back stairs, and on
looking up saw a man scramble over the
wall dividing our back yard from the ad-
joining one to the right of us. I wanted.
to go down to see what the matter was,
but Mr. Anderson would not let mae.

“ We resumed our meal, thinking some
one might have fired to scare a thief. A
few minutes later & knock came &t the
@door and I admitted Sergt. Buckley.

“I last saw Thomas Weldon Andersornt
when he called with his son, Thomas
Frederick. They stayed to tea and
through the evening, and we were happy
together. The time before that when I
saw Thomas Weldon Anderson was eight
weeks ago. .

« e had called before I came home, anq
I belleve was let through by one of the
other flat’s ocoupants, He seemed sulky,
and at breakfast next morning we quar-
reled. He struck me and I ocalled for
help. I went i{nto the parior, and wh
X returned he was gons, B

*“He had sald, ‘It is all sver,' mean-

frequently jealous because I had male
pupils, I.gave them up’a’ year ago, and

had got used:fo_his jelousy, . 'Atter the|

Detective Mitchell Talking to Women Detectives of Scotland Yard.

quarrel he called in my absence and left
my latchkey, with a note asking me to
forward his letters to his address.

‘*“As he had written this it made me
think he might not" come again; but my
home was always open to him, and he
knew it. I know of no one who has any
feeling against him, and I was more like
a mother to his boys, the eldest of whom
I have taken great Interest in and fin-
structed.”

At the station house both Noyce and
Mrs, Lewis confronted young Anderson.
They emphatically declared that he was
not the man whom they had seen climb
cver the wall. This man was described as
5 feet 8 inches in height, wearing a dark
jacket suit and a bhowler hat. Another
witness weas found who Iidentified this
description as of a man he had seen at
9:40, running along Rosenau Road and
dcwn Petworth Street. Thig witnoss. was

bArthur James, a salesman. He added that'
the running man, whose face he did not|
see, was dressed ke a clerk, rather stout~
ly built, and about 25 or 26 years of age.

Inquiries at the actor’s address, 14 Great
Percy Street, and among his friends!
showed him to have been protesslonallyl
respected, of regular hebits, and of kind- |
ly, even generous, disposition. In short,
not & man who would incite personal ani-
mosity. .

On the morning of the 17th both Miss
Edrle and young Anderson were released
fiom custody, &s nothing had been. re-
vealed, even remotely, to conneot them
with the crime.

N

v

at the close of the week, the inquiry was
adjourned until the forenoon ot Satur-
day, Sept. 17, even the fringe of the veil
which at present screens both the motive
and the identity of the perpetrator of the
crime hs@ not been lifted. Hvidence was,
however, presented tending to show that
e struggle had taken place before the
fatal - shot was fired. The footprints of
the murderer on the soft soil were also
discovered and measured. No. 9 boots
were fitted into them. Young Anderson
wore 734. The toes of his boots were
pointed; those of the murderer’s were not,

An Interesting witness was William

Gordon Andersgson, 18 years old, the sec-
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On the foregolng facts Scotland Yard
has based the following hypothesis: That
Anderson went to the Battersea garden
in the evening of July 16, anticipating an
attack upon himself or his son or Miss
Karle. In order better to observe the in-
truder he concealed himself In the empty
flat and changed bis boots for slippers to
make less noise. That from the soullery
door of the empty flat he saw the in--
truder enter the yard and immediately
confronted him. Before he had time to
make use of the loaded cable in his pooket
he was shot down. i

The only objection—a serlous one—to |
this hypothesis is that it reveals no mo- |

tive either on the part of Anderson or
the intruder.
In the week following the murder.an

inquest was begun by Dr, John Trout-
beck, Coroner for the Battersea distriot.

Meany -witnesses were examined, but when,

.8 man of sober habits.
‘revolver that I know of.

Diagram of the Battersea Mystery.

ond eon of the deceased. He sald that
his father had no particular residence,
as he was an actor traveling the country.
When in London he stayed at different
places, sometimes at Miss Earle's and
sometimes at 14 Great Peroy Street. Dur-
ing his holidays he had stayed with his
fatber at the latter place. He had ggen
Miss Earle only once in several years.
He was asked if he knew of any reason
why he should not call on Miss Earle,
He replied:

‘“ No, except that I did not think about
calling.””

The Coroner quoted Miss Farle's testi-
mony to the effect that she was ‘ more
of a mother to the boys.”” Was-that the
‘witness’s recollectton of her position? To
which young Anderson replied:

‘ Yes, I believe so; she took a great in-
terest in us.”

In further evidence the witness said:
“I last saw my father at 12:30 o'clock on
the afternoon of Saturday at 14 Great
Percy BStreet. I was going to meet a
frlend by appointment at 1:80 o'cloock.
I could not say what my father was golng
to do, as he did not tell me. I recognize
the slippers produced. I saw them onoce
on July 2 at Great Percy Street. 1 never
saw the piece of cable before his death.
The first I heard of my father’'s death
was from the police. I did not see my
brother, Thomas Frederick, until later.

His age is 21. I last saw him before that .

on Thursday evening at a house In
FYinsbury Park. He was a greater friend
of Miss Earle than I was. He told me
he had made an appointment with her for
Saturday. He did not speak of any es-
trangement between my father and Miss
HRarle.”

* DId your brother give any reason for
not recognizing your father after death?”

‘“He told me at the police station there
weas & blood mark on the upper lip, and
that he was the last person in the world
he expected to see there.”’ L

¢ Has your father ever worn
guise? ™

‘““ Not in the street.”

¢ YWhat had you noticed about your
father's manner? "’

‘“He had been rather troubled about
his business for the last week or two.
Autumn was getting near, ‘'and he had
not fixed up any engagement. He was
He never had a

He stayed out

a dis-

lon bad terms with anybody.

A London Actor Is Found Murdered in a Battersea Garden, the Stage
Settin@ Is Unusual, and Three Persons See the Murderer,
Yet He Escapes and Scotland

on Wednesday night before his death.
He sald he had private business. I don’t
know what time he got back, but I saw
him next morning, and he said something
about missing the tram.”

A tram ticket was here produced which
the deceased had used on the Thursday.
It was & yorkman's ticket for the Bat-
tersea district. The Coroner said that
it looked as if the deceased had come back
by & workmen’s car early on Thursday
morning.

In further evidence witness sald he had
no \reason to think that his father was
The fore-
man of the jury:

‘“ Have you any idea why your l?rother
went frequently to see Miss Earle? ™

*“ No, except that he was on very good
terms with her.”

Coroner—Did you tell your father that
your brother. was going to see Miss Earle
on that Saturdav”? :

“ No; my brother told me in the pres-
ence of my father.”

‘“ Have you told the authorities where
that conversation took place? "’

‘“ No.”

At the request of the Coroner the wit-
ness wrote on a slip of paper the ad-
dress to which he was referring.
Coroner—Was your father at that house
in Finsbury Park?
“ Yes.”

‘“Where you say
brother?

a8 Yes‘jl

After the Coroner's Court had ad-
journed till Sept. 17, a Scotland Yard de-
tective Interviewed the members of the
household designated in the Finsbury
Park address written down by the young-

you last saw your

: maw‘ 38 of tha persons hag .been revealed. |
A200TGing: 10 tho reposk of tue IRUPOUter,.

er Anderson. Neither. the name nor the

-

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.

Yard Is Mystified.

however. the woman of the house made
the following statement:

““We have known Anderson and the
members of his family for quite & num-
ber of years. We all respected him
highly. He was one of the finest men
vou could meet, and in particular we all
admired him for the interest and affec-
tion which he bestowed upon his children.
Both the sons received a good education
at a college in the Northwest of London,
and of his two daughters one was edu-
cated at a convent, while the other re-
mained at home with her aunts, TYou
could scarcely imagine a family an
friendly terms with one-another-thas:
were.

‘“ The meeting which took plaoce at my
house on the evening of the I4th was ar-
ranged in fthe Inst resort Dy talsplioue.
It was simply an informsl visit. 3w
Anderson, with his younger son, oalled
about a quarter to dight, aunf the L8

NN ;,a.&’.t -

We had &

boy came along a little later.

chat and some supper, and I think we

spent some little time in the gatrden.’
1 saw nothing in the least unusual in’

Mr. Anderson’s manner that night. There
was no sign whatever of any trouble
hanging over him—none of fhe moodinesy
of brooding jealousy or vengeance. He
was just his own affable self. It was
altogether a happy gathering.

-4 I think the aliusion to the elder son’'s
contemplated call upon NMiss Earle arose
in this way. I suggested that they should
call upon us again on the Saturday, in
order that we might have a group photo-
graph taken In our garden. Then it was
that the elder son mentioned that he was
sorry he could not coime as -he had ar-

ranged to pay a visit to Miss Earle. And
that is the whole story.”: -
That I8 the whole story—no identifiad

'murder_er, no motive, nothing .but cun--

destures, " Scotlend Xapd, ia, SHIL. AL sob'ic



